“The Black Cat”
1. How does Poe use the device of flashback in “The Black Cat”?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Where is the narrator as he is telling his story? Why is he telling his story?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Describe Pluto.  Look up the meaning of his name in the process and explain why Poe selected it.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What occurred that cost Pluto an eye?  In retrospect, how does the narrator feel about this act?  How did he feel about it the day after the atrocity?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

5. What happened the night that the narrator killed Pluto?  How did it affect the narrator financially?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. What image was burned on the one remaining wall of the house?  How did the narrator account for the image?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. How did the narrator find a new cat?  In what ways does it compare to Pluto?  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. Why did the narrator begin to loathe the new cat?  What was the cat’s response?  What prevented the narrator from mistreating the new cat?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9.  Describe the events that led to the death of the narrator’s wife.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10.  What led to the narrator’s downfall?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11. How does this story compare to “The Tell-Tale Heart?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

12. How does the theme of retribution apply to this story?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

13.  How does the theme of reincarnation apply to the story?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

